Hospital Corpsmen Opportunities

With the Fleet Marine Forces (FMF)

    The type of duty assignments available to Hospital Corpsmen serving with the FMF varies greatly depending on the mission of the unit to which the member is assigned.

    Within a Marine Division (MARDIV), the primary responsibility for Hospital Corpsmen is to provide initial life-saving first aid as a Line Company Corpsman with an infantry unit.  In this type of assignment, you’ll become a member of an infantry platoon and provide their medical needs insofar as your skill and training will permit.  After a period in a line company, you should be reassigned to the Battalion Aid Station (BAS).  In the BAS, duties range from conducting routine sickcall and Preventive Medicine interviews, to managing medical supplies.  Other assignments include Combat Support units such as Tanks, Armored Assault Vehicles, Combat Engineers or Artillery. In either case, the Hospital Corpsman will generally work out of the BAS. When detachments from one of these units deploy, the medical support generally comes from the supported unit.  Billets within the Divisions are open to NEC’s HM-8403, 8404, 8425, 8427, and 8432.  Due to the combatant nature of the units and the restrictions on assigning women to combat units, there are limited billets available for women.  These billets that are available are mainly within the headquarters element.

    Assignment with a Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) can mean duty with a fixed or rotary winged squadron.  These squadrons deploy aboard Navy ships or to many countries overseas.  Typical duty in these units consists of aeromedical specific and sickcall services for the Wing personnel.  In addition to the general duty Corpsman, opportunities exist for the following NEC’s: HM- 8406, 8409, 8424, 8425 and 8432.  Also, there are a number of opportunities for women within the MAWs.

    For Hospital Corpsmen assigned to the Force Service Support Group (FSSG), duty will generally fall into one of three areas: First, and primary, is the Medical Battalion (Med BN). The Med BN provides resuscitative and emergency surgical services to the Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTAF), however organized. The Med BN is composed of a Headquarters and Service (H&S) Company and either two or three Surgical Companies. H&S Co. provides all the logistical and administrative support for the BN, and serves as the cadre of personnel for Shock/Trauma Platoons (STP). The STP is composed of 20 to 25 personnel and provides initial, life saving, resuscitative surgery for wounded Marines. It is the link, in the chain of survival, between the BAS and the Surgical Company.  A full Surgical Company consists of three operating rooms, a sixty bed ward and the ancillary services (lab, x-ray, pharmacy, CSR, etc.) designed to support a casualty for up to 72 hours. Surgical Companies can be configured, and usually deploy, in any fraction of the full component (e.g. 1 OR and 20 bed ward).  Duties and responsibilities within the Med BN range from typical hospital ward duty (albeit under a tent) to preventive medicine, lab, x-ray, pharmacy, OR, supply, etc.  Another potential assignment within the FSSG is the Group Aid Station (GAS).  Only one of the separate battalions in the FSSG rates a BAS. Therefore, the GAS provides sickcall services to members of the FSSG not attached to, located with or directly supported by medical detachments.  Lastly is the Medical Logistics Company (Med Log) located within the Supply Battalion of the FSSG. Med Log provides logistical support and medical/dental repair capabilities for medical units throughout the MAGTAF.  Due to the wide range of support provided by medical units within the FSSG, opportunities are available for almost any NEC within the Hospital Corps.  There are a larger number of billets available for women within the FSSG than in any other FMF units.

    Duty with the FMF can take you to either coast or any number of overseas locations.  On the West Coast, the primary locations are Camp Pendleton, CA (about 35 miles north of San Diego) and El Toro, CA (about 35 miles southeast of Los Angeles).  Camp Pendleton is the home of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force (I MEF), including the 1st MARDIV and 1st FSSG.  El Toro houses the 3rd MAW.  On the East Coast, the majority of FMF billets are at Camp Lejeune, NC (about 1 hour north of Wilmington) and Cherry Point, NC (about 45 minutes north of Camp Lejeune).  Camp Lejeune is home to II MEF, including 2nd MARDIV and 2nd FSSG.  Cherry Point houses the 2nd MAW.  Overseas stations are predominantly in Okinawa, Japan and Iwakuni, Japan.  The following units call Okinawa home: III MEF, 3rd MARDIV, 3rd FSSG, and 1st MAW.  3rd FSSG and 1st MAW have detachments in Iwakuni.

    For junior Hospital Corpsmen (E1 – E4), a tour with the FMF will provide you with a solid foundation in the medical skills to help prepare you for advancement and serve you in successive assignments, wherever they may be.  As a senior Hospital Corpsman (E5 and above), you will have the opportunity to practice and enhance you leadership and management skills to a much greater extent than in many other assignments that may be available to you.  Give it a try and experience first hand the camaraderie and mutual trust and respect that exists between the Hospital Corps and Marine Corps!

