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MOTORCYCLE OPERATOR CHECKLIST
If riding a motorcycle, use the following checklist to assess your
"Preparation to Ride":

- Do you have the proper endorsement on your license to operate a motorcycle?

- Are your motorcycle registration, state inspection, insurance and base stickers current?

- Do you have and use all the REQUIRED personal protective equipment: 

· DOT-approved helmet 

· Long trousers 

· Long-sleeved shirt or jacket 

· Full-finger leather gloves 

· Hard soled shoes with heels that protect the ankle 

· Protective eyewear 

· Reflective vest 

If the bike has been stored for an extended period of time, prepare for operation using the procedures provided in your owner's manual. Before each ride, remember the pre-ride check: lights/horn, tires/wheels, fuel/oil, cables, and suspension. Remember that tire pressure is a critical part of suspension. Inflate to manufacturers recommendation. Remember that it's been several months since you've ridden your motorcycle. Regardless of your experience, it will be necessary to re-sharpen your physical and mental skills.

Be cautious!
Start off slowly and practice your riding skills. Use an empty parking lot before to taking to the streets. Get considerable solo experience before taking on a passenger. Have them wear all the protective equipment and the same clothing specifically designed for motorcycling. Don't forget their safety briefing. Again, it's a good idea for both of you to get comfortable in a parking lot before street riding. Practice in a parking lot with your passenger until you are comfortable with the critical accident avoidance skills of braking, cornering and swerving. Don't forget that you are responsible for their well-being. Above all, remember that alcohol in any amount, excessive speed, and lack of training/experience are each singularly deadly when applied to motorcycling. Combined, they are a sure-fire method of becoming a traffic statistic.
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ORM Can Help Motorcyclists Survive Roadways

"Every commander and supervisor must emphasize the special awareness required for safe motorcycling, by both motorcycle riders and automobile drivers sharing the road," said Gen. Michael E. Ryan, Air Force chief of staff, in a message sent to all major commands. "The high risk of operating a motorcycle recklessly should be given special emphasis. Motorcycle riders must operate their vehicles responsibly and automobile drivers must remain alert to motorcyclists." 

Some ORM emphasis commanders and supervisors can use are: 

Identify the hazards and assess the risks that confront their people who ride motorcycles, such as experience, weather and traffic conditions

Implement control measures such as offering the required motorcycle safety training 

Ensure motorcyclists have received training, there are enough instructors available to do the training, and the instructors are given the time needed to teach the Motorcycle Safety Course 

Identify untrained motorcyclists arriving to the base 

Identify people who ride as a sport or means of transportation  

During inprocessing briefings, ensure the motorcycle course is made known, and the local conditions are explained to newcomers. 

Once these hazards are identified, assessed and control measures implemented, the rest of the ORM process of supervising and reviewing the process can be easily undertaken.  The ORM process can also work for motorcyclists.  Motorcycle riders will need to identify the risks then use some control measures. 

The following is are some recommended control measures: 

-- Limit travel until gaining the appropriate experience for the different traffic conditions; 

-- Use personal protective equipment when riding; and 

 --Limit the size of the motorcycle you operate to one you can handle.
