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Safety Message

July 30, 2002

Mosquitoe Bites

Almost everyone has had the unpleasant experience of being bitten by a mosquito. There are about 200 different species of mosquitoes in the Unites States, all of which live in specific habitats.  
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Mosquito bites can cause severe skin irritation through an allergic reaction to the mosquito’s saliva-this is what causes the red bump and itching. Some mosquito’s bites can transfer serious diseases such as malaria, West Nile virus, dengue fever and several forms of encephalitis.  
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Not only can mosquitoes carry diseaseS, that affect humans, but they also can transmit several disease and parasites that dogs and cats.  All mosquitoes share some common traits such as a four-stage life cycle. 

After a female mosquito obtains a blood meal, she lays her eggs directly on the surface of stagnant water, in depression or on the edge of container where rainwater may collect and floor the eggs.  The eggs hatch a mosquito larva, the larva lives in the water, feeds and develops into the third stage of the life cycle called a pupa, the pupa also lives in the water, but no longer feeds, finally the mosquitoes emerges from the pupa case and the water as a fully developed adult, ready to bite.
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Empty standing water in old tires, cemetery urns, buckets, plastic covers, toys or any other container where “tumblers”, live.

[image: image8.wmf]Empty and change the water in bird bath, fountains wading pools, rain barrels and potted plant trays at least once a week if not more often.
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Drain or fill temporary pools with dirt.
Keep swimming pools treated and circulating and rain gutter unclogged.

Use mosquito’s repellents when necessary and follow label directions and precautions closely.

[image: image10.wmf]Use head nets, long sleeves and long pants if you venture into areas with high mosquito populations.

Make sure widow and door screen and “bug tight,” replace your outdoor lights with yellow “bug” lights. 

Insect repellents 
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Choosing the right repellent depends on the situation.  The higher the concentration of the active ingredient DEET, the longer you will be protected.  
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***Just remember summer means mosquitoes and to mosquitoes it mean barbecues, training outside and a sweat-soaked night mare, of a mean a case of malaria, this is a reminder that mosquitoes can carry grave diseases like malaria, encephalitis and dengue, we’re confident that you’ll want to slather on some bug juice, Also remember avoid sweet fragrances like perfumes, colognes and hair sprays, picnic food, open sodas and beer containers, this will lessen a persons chance of being bitten***
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