M9 Accidental Discharge

Background:   While traveling to the main gate for evening guard turnover, camp guard members in rear of HMMWV were horse playing with two M9 pistols. While HMMWV was in motion a round fired from one M9 pistol subsequently struck Mishap Marine in the head. The driver and A-driver stopped the vehicle and initiated emergency action. Mishap Marine was transported to Naval Hospital for treatment. Approximately three hours later, Mishap Marine expired as a result of injuries received from the gunshot wound.  

Lessons Learned:

(1) RAC 1.  Personnel.  Mishap Marine and shooter failed to adhere to safe handling procedures for M9 service pistol outlined in unit training, Marine Corps orders and Guard SOP.

(2) RAC 1.  Personnel.  All Marines from camp guard section failed to adhere to modification to MEF and Division order mandating the use of flack and Kevlar in rear of all tactical vehicles not possessing seat belts. 

(3) RAC 1.  Personnel.  Weapons custodian failed to adhere to procedures for issue and de-issue of weapons and ammunition at the RFI point.    

(4) RAC 1.  Supervisory.  Unit leadership failed to ensure camp guards were practicing weapons safety throughout camp guard operations.   

(5) RAC 3.  Supervisory.  Unit failed to maintain copies of all quarterly training records required by CAMP GUARD SOP TAB B PARAGRAPH 4 for every quarter. 

(6) RAC 3.  Supervisory.  Unit failed to enforce MEF directive that mandates the use of flack and Kevlar by all passengers riding in the rear of tactical vehicles that do not possess seatbelts. 

